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Hadrien de Montferrand Gallery is delighted to announce it will present a dual show of 

Jean-Charles Blais and Wang Keping entitled “Silhouettes” . This is the first cooperation 

with the gallery for both artists. The present exhibition includes more than 10 works of 

Jean-Charles Blais including mixed media works on poster and watercolours and 6 wood 

sculptures of Wang Keping.

Jean-Charles Blais has been present in the public eye since the 1980’ s, becoming famous 

for drawing on recycled material (in particular on torn out posters). In 1982, a group of 

young artists formed the “Figuration Libre” school with the idea of opening of movement of 

free and passionate art. Although this school and many other artistic movements on its 

fringe were similar and it only lasted a short time, the reputation of this movement spread 

far and wide at the time. Jean-Charles Blais founded the “The Sailor With Two Hearts” and 

became the representative of free figuration in France. After becoming immensely success-

ful, his works underwent a huge evolution, when he started to make prominent his painter-

ly character and artistic intuition from beginning to end. Jean-Charles Blais’ s most repre-

sentative works must be his drawings and paintings on poster and paper, his collages and 

his compressings; great blotches of colour making human “silhouettes” emerge and a use 

of large contrasting black and white forms become the symbol of the artist’ s 

representative character. This form has been used in collaborations with fashion brands, 

urban spaces and structures. The paintings of the current exhibition are from the artist’ s 

most representative series of works.

Jean-Charles Blais was born in 1956 in Nantes, France. From 1974 to 1979 he studied at the 

Rennes Art School. In 1982 he settled in Paris. His work has been the object of solo shows 

and retrospectives at the most prestigious museums and galleries including Centre National 

d’ art et de Culture Georges Pompidou, the Picasso Museum, Paris’ Galerie Yvon Lambert, 

New York’ s Leo Castelli Gallery, Germany’ s Buchmann Gallery，France’ s Catherine Issert 

and Japan’ s Kenji Taki Gallery. In 1990 Jean-Charles Blais was commissioned a work for 

the Assemblée Nationale tube stop in Paris that would be exhibited for 24 years. Blais came 

up with the work "Black Heads": huge collages on posters that were stuck on the inside 

walls of the tube station which were enlargements of smaller painted works. The commis-

sion was exhibited until 2014. In 1996 he was invited by MOMA to produce the public 

project “Phone Booth”. In recent years he has been appreciated by numerous Asian collec-

tors and his works can be found in several major collections, including the collections of the 

Museum of Modern Art New York, the Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig Wien and 

Centre National d’ art et de Culture Georges Pompidou. But this is the artist’ s first 

exhibition in China.

Wang Keping is well-known member of the Chinese contemporary art avant-garde. He was 

an important member of China’ s first experimental artistic group the “Stars” . He often 

uses maple, cherry, oak and other types of wood to produce extremely diverse sculptures 

of female figures. There is no need for esoteric artistic theories to interpret the sculptures 

of Wang Keping in depth. The shape of each one of his works is filled with vitality. The 

texture and gloss of the wood’ s quality exudes a kind of rustic fragrance. It could be said 

Wang Keping is the Chinese contemporary artist who most “understands” wood. He uses 

a most natural and concise style to express a beautiful and natural feeling.

Wang Keping was born in 1949 in Beijing before settling in France in 1984. He has been 

recognized as a major sculpture artist in China. His works have been exhibited and collected 

by museums and galleries throughout the world including Centre National d’ art et de 

Culture Georges Pompidou, the Maillol Museum, the Netherlands’ Groeningen Museum, 

the Taiwan Museum, the City of Paris, the Seoul Olympic Park and many others.

Both artists are equally active and renowned from the end of the 1970’ s and beginning of 

the 1980’ s: one received critical appraisal as a representative of France’ s “Figuration 

Libre” school which was never previously exhibited in China and the other is an important 

member of China’ s “Stars” group. We very much look forward to these artists producing a 

classic and easily enjoyable exhibition in contrast with the quick pace of the information era.
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Gallery Contact:

+86 10 59789320

hdm_gallery@163.com

798 Art District, No.4 Jiuxianqiao Lu

Chaoyang District, Beijing, China

Duration: 11 March - 8 April 2017

Opening Hours: Tuesday - Saturday from 11am to 6pm

(Or by appointment)

www.hdemontferrand.com

HADRIEN DE MONTFERRAND GALLERY

Established in 2009, Hadrien de Montferrand Gallery was 

the first gallery in China entirely dedicated to original works 

on paper. “A drawing shows the f i rst outburst,  the 

expression of passion” says Hadrien de Montferrand. 

Hadrien de Montferrand Gallery has developed its exhibition 

roster to showcase young Chinese creators and international 

contemporary artists.In 2013, the gallery opened a second 

space in Hangzhou. This first international gallery in Zhejiang 

allows us to feature young promising artists. 

FOUNDERS

Hadrien de Montferrand has long served as a bridge 

between the Art worlds of China and Europe. His more than 

15 years experience in the Art World, at various auction 

houses and Art institutions included roles as marketing 

director for ARTCURIAL, the largest French auction house, 

and the Ullens Center for Contemporary Art in Beijing. 

Hadrien has lived and worked in China for more than 10 

years.

An entrepreneur to the core, Laurent Dassault  has 

expressed great support for Hadrien’ s initiative in China. 

Laurent serves as the administrator of the “Friends of Pom-

pidou Museum’ s Association “ in Paris, and heads the 

development committee for ARTCURIAL, auction house. 

“When an economic zone develops, creativity always 

fol lows, “ he argues. “China’ s art ists are the 21st 

century’ s great creators. It’ s a pleasure to be a part of this 

ambitious and thoroughly original project. “

Olivier Hervet graduated with an MA in Classics from Oxford 

University in 2008. After working for Hadrien de Montferrand 

Gallery since its inception in 2009 where he developed the 

gallery’ s network of young collectors, he became a partner 

in 2012 with the goal of opening a second space in China. 

He opened HDM Gallery in Hangzhou in November 2013 

offering a platform for the development of China’ s young 

creation.

Weibo WeChat


